slow progress effected "by legitimate means, and of a consequent tendency for theory to outrun observation. The science of medicine is essentially experimental, and as such its progress depends upon the collection of individual facts, and the logical induction from these of general laws. Assuming the first part of the process in any case to be properly performed, that is, supposing the alleged facts to be real and comparable one witli another, the nearer or more remote approximation to truth arrived at by the second part is proportional to the number of facts generalized from. Now, in many cases, the facts which fall under the observation of any single individual are too few in proportion to the varied character of the phenomena to afford any very definite conclusions. Hence 
